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OBITUARIES

The family of

Leta Pike Speaks 
gratefully acknowledges your kind expressions of 
love and support at our Mom’s passing.
 A special thanks to Teri Pierce, APRN for medi-
cally assisting us in allowing Mom to remain in 
her home; to Tina Morgan and Linda Bewley who 
helped to compassionately care for Mom; to Bru-
ington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home staff for 
providing dignity and respect to Mom at our time 
of grief; to Mary Barr of Designs by Mary for as-
suring that the  owers were “perfect” for Mom; to 
Father Bud Ray and Father Bob Abel for sharing 
the spirit of Mom’s goodness during the mass and 
eulogy; and for the musician and vocalists who 
provided such an uplifting atmosphere at mass. 
To all who visited our family at the service, for the 
calls, food, cards,  owers and the maple tree, we 
are deeply appreciative. For the wonderfully gen-
erous folks of St. Theresa, our home parish, who 
prepared and served the delicious meal after the 
services, we sincerely thank you. For those who 
loved Mom and shared their fond memories with 
us, we are blessed that you knew our Mom as we 
did, a loving, generous, kind and compassionately 
wise woman. 
 We sincerely thank you and will always re-
member your kindness to the Speaks Family.

Leta Speaks Family

In memory of
Bill Padgett

Oct. 21, 1940 
to

Nov. 2, 2010 
Dear friends, 
 The fishing is no good 
since you left, or maybe 
it’s just us. 
 Without your little 
games of: 
 “I caught the first 
one”, “Well I caught the 
biggest”, “I caught the 
most and you got skunked”.
 But it was fun whatever we caught, or didn’t.
Maybe one day we will all fish again, then we 
will see who will win. 

We’ll miss you forever.
Your family, friends and  shing buddies

WILLIAM “DAVID” ABSHER
 
 William “David” Absher, 63, of Flaherty, Ky., died 
on Oct. 18, 2013 at his residence. He was born Nov. 29, 
1949 in White City, Ky., to the late William Jackson and 
Beulah Davis Absher.  
 He was preceded in death by his three brothers Mark 
Absher, Jimmy Absher, and Danny Absher.
 He is survived by his wife of 41 years, Janan Absher; four 
children, Deanna (Perri) Newill, David (Cassie) Absher, 
Melissa Kaye, and James Absher; two sisters, Doris Ruth-
erford and Brenda Taylor; three brothers, Cecil, Omer, and 
Buster Absher; and seven grandchildren, Katie Absher, 
Perri Newill, Alivia Absher, Breanna Newill, Addrionna 
Absher, William David Absher, and Christopher Dylan 
Absher.
 Funeral Services were held Oct. 21, at the Alexander 
Funeral Home in Irvington. Burial followed in the Absher 
Family Cemetery in Flaherty, Ky.

CLETUS JEANETTE PORTLOCK CHRISTIAN
 
 Cletus Jeanette Portlock Christian, 80, of Pleasure 
Ridge Park, Ky., died at her residence on Oct. 15, 2013.
 She was born June 30, 1933 in Oolite, Ky. to the late 

Roscoe and Zella Frans Portlock.
   She was preceded in death by her 
sister, Sharon Lea Portlock and great-
granddaughter, Daisy Christian Mar-
tin.
   She is survived by her husband of 
57 years, Donald Christian; a daugh-
ter, Sara Maye (Leatus) Reed of Vine 
Grove, Ky.; two sons, John “Jay” (Kelly) 
Christian of Stockton, Calif., and Rich-

ard “Rickie” (Sondra) Christian of Valley 
Station, Ky.; six Grandchildren, Jayna (Patrick) Martin, 
Jason (Tiffanie) Klinglesmith, Richard (Lindsey) Chris-
tian, Jr., Matthew (Jena) Christian, Aaron Leslie and 
Amanda Matteoli of Stockton, Calif.; and eight great-
grandchildren, Michael, Sarah and William Martin, 
Jaiden, Emma and Josie Klinglesmith, and Jacob and 
Madison Christian.
 She retired in 1995 with 20 years of service working for 
the Jefferson County Public Schools; she was a Kentucky 
Colonel; and she loved to sew.
 Funeral services were held Oct. 19, 2013 from the Cha-
pel of Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home. Buri-
al followed in Cap Anderson Cemetery in Brandenburg, 
Ky.
 Expressions of sympathy may be made to American 
Heart Association or to Dementia Awareness.
 Condolences may be made at www.bjsfunerals.com.

RUTH ANN FOOTE

 Ruth Ann Foote, 64, of Irvington died Oct. 18 at 
Hardin Memorial Hospital in Elizabethtown, Ky.
 She was born Dec. 7, 1948 to the late Russell Owen and 
Dorothy Violet Priest. A sister, Linda Basham, preceded 
her in death.
 She is survived by her husband, Wallace “Wally” Foote 
of Irvington; two children Rita Palmer of Louisville, and 
Russell Foote of Irvington; three sisters Barbara Ledford, 
Brenda Turman, and Patty Compton; a brother Larry 
Priest; two grandchildren Kaylann and Wyatt Foote.
 Funeral services were held Oct. 22, at Alexander Fu-
neral Home in Irvington. Burial followed in Cedar Hill 
Cemetery.

IRENE THOMAS MEDLEY

 Irene Thomas Medley, 75, of Elizabethtown, Ky. died 
Oct. 17 at her residence.
 She was preceded in death by her parents, Gilbert and 
Lula Lyon Thomas; and four brothers, James, Howard, 
Wayne and Russell Thomas.
 She is survived by her husband, L.A. Medley; two 
daughters, Vicki (Randy) Puckett of Glendale, and Judy 
(Johnny) Puckett Pender; a brother, Willard Thomas of 
Custer; a sister, Dorothy Conder of Hardinsburg; four 
grandchildren, Amanda Boone of Glendale, Shane Gray 
of Sonora, Dillon Pender and Cannon Pendor, both of 
Elizabethtown; three great-grandchildren, Jady Gray, 
Jaggar Boone and Jackson Boone.
 The funeral was held Oct. 21 at the St. James Catholic 
Church with Rev. Joseph Batcheldor officiating. Burial 
followed in the St. James Cemetery.
 Condolences may expressed at www.brownfuneral.com. 

 One of the most popu-
lar television programs in 
recent years is The Walking 
Dead on the AMC Network.  
Truthfully, I know very little 
about the show except that 
it is based on a comic book 
series of the same name.  Yet 
it is apparently all the rage 
with loyal viewers.  It seems 
the story is based on a small 
group of survivors who are 
living in the aftermath of a 
zombie apocalypse.  These 
survivors live in a hostile 
world and have to search 
consistently for safety away 
from hordes of predatory 
“walkers” or “biters” (zom-
bies) who devour any living 
thing they catch.  Sounds a 
lot like the old movie, Night 
of the Living Dead, which 
was a noted film in my much 
younger days.
 I find it interesting that 
when I open the Scriptures, 
art very often imitates real-
ity.  The Bible tells us that we 
are all, spiritually, “walking 
dead.”  Indeed, we are spiri-
tual zombies and we remain 
so unless we receive new 
life or, as Jesus Christ states, 
we must be “born again” 
(John 3:3).  We may indeed 
be walking around, going 
to work, going to school, 
going on vacation, playing 
a sport, or watching TV; 
but we are dead, in that we 
have no communion with 
our Holy Creator.  Death 
reigns within our souls.  This 
death occurred when the 
first human persons defied 
their Creator’s promise, that 
if they disobeyed His com-
mand, then they would 
“surely die” (Genesis 2:17).  
This same death has been 
passed to every one of us.  We 
are all in need of a spiritual 

Minister’s Corner 
resurrection.
 In his letter to Christian 
believers in Ephesus, the 
Apostle Paul states, “You 
(Christ) made alive, who 
were dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  Christ 
declares in John 11:25-26, “I 
am the resurrection and the 
life.  He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall 
live.  And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never 
die.”  During His earthly 
ministry, Christ raised many 
who had died physically; 
demonstrating that He is the 
Lord over life and death.  He 
shed His blood on the cross 
in order that we may be for-
given of our sin and released 
from its power.  The cross 
offers all of us the opportu-
nity to escape eternal judg-
ment and lasting separation 
from God.  Christ rose from 
the physical dead – in order 
that His power over death, 
hell, and the grave are ulti-
mate: A power he will give to 
all those who flee to Him for 
salvation.  
 Christ’s life and His work 
make certain that all that 
find everlasting life in Him 
will be raised up at the “last 
day” (John 6:40).  Because of 
the disobedience of our first 
parents, we will all experi-
ence a physical death.  But 
that death will have no hold 
over us.  If we are alive in our 
souls, that is a death we will 
never experience.  Christ’s 
salvation is holistic in all 
respects.  He will raise us 
spiritually, and will return 
to raise us physically.  Jesus 
promises that the hour is 
coming when “the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of 
God; and those who hear will 
live” (John 5:25).  That resur-
rection begins in our soul, 
when Christ’s voice through 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
beckons us to come to Him 
for salvation.  That voice will 
raise us from spiritual death.  
We are not condemned to 
live as the “walking dead.” 

By PASTOR
WILLIAM 
“hAPPY” 
ChANDLER
Rock haven 
Baptist Church 

Forgot to renew your subscription?
Misplaced your renewal form?
Just stop by or give us a call 
and we’ll get you going again. 

Or stop by one of our business partners who sell our papers:
Andyville
Stull’s Valu Mart

Brandenburg
River Ridge Marathon
Brandenburg Pharmacy
Bypass Gulf
Cox’s Variety & Garden
Dr. Charles Conley
Doe Valley Quik Mart
Dollar General Store
Kroger
Madison Mini Mart
Ray’s Ford
Rite Aid
Rivertown Spirits
Valero

Dongar Food Mart
Valero Food Court
 
Corydon
Coffman’s Food Mart
Corydon Walgreens

Ekron
Ekron Grocery
 
Garrett
Curran’s

Elizabethtown
Hardin Memorial Hospital
Walgreens - (Dixie Hwy)

 

Flaherty
Valero
Dollar General Store
Basham Foods
Best Stop U.S. 60
U.S. 60 Marathon

Irvington
Bo’s Smoke Shack
Circle K
Houchen’s
Save Rite Drugs
Marathon
Dollar General Store

Garfield
Auggie Doggie

Hardinsburg
5 Star Mart
Valero
Kwik Mart

Harned
Frank’s Food Mart

Midway
Midway Kwik Stop

Muldraugh
BP
Dodge’s
Watts Food Mart
Smoketown
Dollar General Store

Payneville
Webb’s

Radcliff
Walgreens

Rineyville
Rineyville Food Mart
Dollar General Store

Vine Grove
P&J Food Mart
Valero
Shreeji
Dollar General Store

West Point
West Point Marathon

Crystal Bunch Linda Riddell

The Meade County Messenger
138 Broadway, Brandenburg, Ky. • (270) 422-2155

www.meadecountymessenger.com

$28 A YEAR 
IN MEADE, 

BRECKINRIDGE AND 
HARDIN COUNTIES 
OR $35 A YEAR FOR 

ALL OTHERS.

Local News, Local Sports, Local Community

LYNN CURTIS SMITH

 Lynn Curtis Smith, 72, Brandenburg, Ky., died Oct. 21, 
2013, at the Robley Rex Veterans Administration Medical 
Center in Louisville.
 He proudly served his country while in the United States 
Air Force.
 He was preceded in death by his parents, George Mur-
ray and Lois Jean Christlieb Smith; and a sister, Connie 
Jackson.  
 He is survived by a son, Michael Smith, Guston, Ky.; 
a daughter, Tara Strong, Churubusco, Ind.; two step-
daughters, Cindy Kelty and Linda Shepard, both of Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; two brothers, Max Smith, Kendallville, Ind., 
and Terry Smith, Ft. Wayne, Ind.; and several grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.
 Graveside services will be held at noon on Oct. 25, at 
the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery Central in Radcliff, Ky., 
with the Rev. Jerry Bell, officiating.  Visitation will be held 
at Hager Funeral Home in Brandenburg, Ky., from 4-6 
p.m. Oct. 24.  
 Condolences may be left online at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

ALLAN RUSSELL TROUTMAN

 Allan Russell Troutman, 79, of Lake Charles died Oct. 
19, 2013, in a local hospital. 
 He was born and raised in Louisville, Ky., and has lived 
the past forty years in Lake Charles.  He served in the 
United States Army as a Military Policeman. He retired 
as a Production Supervisor following thirty-two years of 
service with Olin Chemical.  During his younger years he 
enjoyed playing catcher for his high school baseball team 
then spent many years coaching Little League Baseball, 
taking great pride in coaching his boys. He was well known 
in his Kentucky community, as he was the Campaign 
Manager for a Gubernatorial Candidate of Kentucky and 
was himself made a Kentucky Colonel.  He also enjoyed 
woodworking, restoring antique furniture, extensive Gene-
alogy research for his family and others and was a talented 
artist; painting countless family Coats of Arms and giving 
them, along with the story of the crest, to many friends 
and families.  He will be most remembered as a kind man 
with great ethics.
 He was preceded in death by his parents, Herbert and 
Mary Huffman Troutman and one brother, Ellis Troutman.
 He is survived by his wife of fifty-eight years, Janet Dool-
ey Troutman of Lake Charles; two sons, Kevin (Debbie) 
Troutman of Katy, Texas, and their sons, Jacob Troutman of 
Lake Charles and Dean Chauffe of New Orleans and Gary 
(Vanessa) Troutman of Beaumont, Texas, and their children; 
Clint Allan Troutman of Lake Charles and Megan Leigh 
Troutman of Beaumont; one brother, Victor Troutman of 
Indiana; two sisters, Ann Cox of Indiana, Mary Carman 
of Kentucky and numerous nieces and nephews.
 Memorial services were held Oct. 21, at Johnson Funeral 
Home Chapel. The Reverend David DeWitt  officiated.  
Interment, with Military Honors, will be in Cap Anderson 
Cemetery in Brandenburg, Ky, on Oct. 26, at 1 p.m.
 In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made 
to the American Cancer Society, One Lakeshore Drive, 
Suite 1585, Lake Charles, LA 70629.
 Condolences may be left online at www.johnsonfuner-
alhome.net.


